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crossed a high mountain, which was covered with snow.260 It was yery cold. The post-horses were changed near the tent.
On the 1 7th the master did not eat anything, he only drank rice-water from time to time. Proceeding to the south-east, we crossed a great sandy plain, where we found grass and trees infested with mosquitos. We passed the night on the eastern bank of a river. Farther on the master travelled from time to time in his cart. The disciples asked him from what complaint he suffered ; to which he replied : " My malady cannot be understood by physicians ; it is a purification by the help of the sainted men and the sages. I cannot get well suddenly ; but you need not be anxious." The disciples were aiSicted, and did not understand his words. Then one of them had a dream, in which a spirit said to him : " Be not alarmed about the master's sickness. After his arrival in China he will get well again " We proceeded by a sandy road for more than 300 fa ; water and grass were very scarce, We tiavelled uninterruptedly; even as night our horsed did not rest. Finally, after two days we emerged from the sand, and were then near the northern frontier of the Hia (Tangut empire ; see note 46). Here huts and tents became more frequent, and we had less difficulty in getting horses. The disciples who travelled behind reached us here.
On the 2ist of the sixth month (July 19), 1223, we stopped at Yu yang kuan.^7 The master still continued to abstain from food. Next day we passed the customs barrier and reached fifty li to the east of it, Feng
m Probably a branch of the Khangai.
207 This is, according to Palladium, the Chinese name of a defile north of Kukukhoto, leading over the Yin shan mountains. The above name is not marked on the great Chinese map, but the defile in question is, it seems, the Onyhin dala of Pevtsoff's map See also Riehthofen's map of China
-08 According to the great geography of the Chinese empire, ancient Feng chou was situated near the present JKulcMoto (Kui h<ua ch*&ng).